Earth Charter Affiliate speaks in UN General Assembly Dialogue on Harmony with Nature
The Seventh Interactive Dialogue of the United Nations General Assembly on Harmony with Nature took place on
Friday, 21 April 2017 under the Theme: Earth Jurisprudence.
The event counted with the participation of Professor Klaus Bosselmann, ECI Affiliate from New Zealand and
Director, New Zealand Centre for Environmental Law, University of Auckland, who, as an Earth Jurisprudence expert,
made a presentation on “The Next Step: Earth trusteeship”.
In Professor Bosselmann´s speach he made a proposal to “accompany the current SDG process with high-level
ethical dialogue and promote the idea of nation-states as trustees for the Earth and that the UN should provide a
forum for achieving that.
Below you can find Professor Bosselmann´s intervention:
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Theme: Earth Jurisprudence
¨An Earth-centred worldview recognizes the
intrinsic value of Nature; understands humans as
fundamentally part of the natural world, that is,
one life-form among many evolved from the same
natural processes. It further recognizes that there
are biophysical limits to human activity and that our socioeconomic systems are embedded in natural systems. In
this worldview, human-Earth relationships are based on a symbiotic connection, are interconnected and are subject
to the natural laws of the Universe.
Indigenous peoples’ philosophies, spiritualities and traditional forms of knowledge worldwide express the
understanding that human governance systems must be derived from the laws of the Earth and comply with them.
Experts from around the world working in the natural and social sciences similarly recognize the need for an evolved,
holistic worldview that must be rooted in respect for Nature and in the interdependence of the well-being of
humankind and of the Earth.
In order to forge a balanced, healthy relationship between human activity and the Earth, there is an urgent need for
society to reconsider how it perceives and interacts with the natural world.
Earth Jurisprudence recognizes that the Earth is the source of laws that govern life. It provides a cohesive framework
reflecting the integrated nature of the world in which we live. And, as the source of laws that govern the community
of life, Earth Jurisprudence also provides a cohesive framework underpinning many disciplines, weaving them
together to create a more effective, holistic governance approach, one that reflects the integrated nature of the
world in which we live.¨
In 2009, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 22 April as International Mother Earth Day. In so doing,
Member States acknowledged that the Earth and its ecosystems are our common home, and expressed their
conviction that it is necessary to promote Harmony with Nature in order to achieve a just balance among the
economic, social and environmental needs of present and future generations. The same year, the General Assembly
adopted its first resolution on Harmony with Nature.

